
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handwriting Statement 
 

 

2024 - 2025 



Intent 

At Hilton Spencer Academy, we recognise that handwriting is a key transcription skill that 

underpins the writing process. We aim for children to develop the necessary skills to meet the 

Early Learning Goals and National Curriculum requirements for handwriting. We support our 

children to be able to write legibly, fluently and at speed to develop a lifelong skill.       

 

Implementation 

In Early Years, the focus for children is to develop their skills in readiness for handwriting 

before moving onto letter formation.  

Preparation for handwriting involves developing four key areas:  

1. Gross motor control: The control and co-ordination of big movements the body can make.  

2. Fine motor control: Being able to fine-tune the movements of the arm, hand and fingers.  

3. Visual control: Ensuring hand and eye movements are working well together.  

4. Spatial control: Helping children to be able to move themselves confidently in a space with 

an awareness of direction (left/right) and plane (horizontal/vertical) and eventually helping 

them to transfer that sense of space on to paper 

Within our EYFS setting, sensory activities, recognition of pattern and language to talk about 

shape and movement and the shaping of patterns and basic letter movements are at the core 

of our curriculum to support children in preparation for handwriting.  

Posture and Pencil Grip:  

Children are taught the importance of sitting upright and 

correctly on their chair, with their feet on the floor. They are 

supported to ensure they hold a comfortable tripod pencil grip 

(between the thumb and forefinger with the pencil resting on 

the third finger) that allows for efficient control of the pencil. 

In EYFS, correct formation of all lower-case letters is taught alongside our Little Wandle 

Phonics programme.  



Handwriting Teaching Sequence  

In Key Stage One, fine and gross motor skills are continually developed and the importance 

of posture and pencil grip are reinforced. Our children will now focus on correctly forming 

each letter before beginning to join certain letters.  

 

In Year 3 and 4, children will learn how to join most letters. As the movement for joins becomes 

more familiar and fluent, the focus moves to develop a neat and even style by looking at size 

and proportion, parallel downwards strokes and spacing (see appendix 1).  

In Year 5 and 6, the joins, legibility and consistency of handwriting will be reinforced 

through everyday classroom practice. Children will be encouraged to develop an individual 

style for speed and legibility.  

 

 

Break letters (i.e. letters which are not joined) include: g, j, x, y, z. 

 

 

 



A typical teaching sequence for Y1 – 4 at Hilton follows: 

 

Interventions  

There may be some children that need extra support to develop their fine motor skills, gross 

motor skills to support letter formation.  

At Hilton Spencer Academy, we incorporate a range of activities to support children with 

developing their fine and gross motor skills into the classroom. When needed, we use the 

following interventions and resources to support our children to be ready for handwriting and 

develop the necessary skills needed.  

Fine Motor Sensory Activities Copy and Trace 

Letter Formation Joy Doodle 

Follow your pencil Active Hands 

 

 

 

 

 

GYM 

EXERCISE

• Each week, sessions will contain a gym exercise that supports children to develop 
their gross and fine motor skills. 

TEACH 
• In the introduction session, children will be acquainted with the join of the week.

MODEL  

• The main teaching input is where teachers and children will explore the join of the 
week.They will examine aspects such as: the correct letter formation and how to 
correctly join different combination of letters. 

PRACTISE

• Throughout the week, children will be given opportunities to practise their joins 
whilst receiving immediate feedback to ensure accuracy within their handwriting. 

APPLY

• Children will have opportunities to explain and demonstrate their transcription 
skills through day to day writing opportunites. 



Impact 

Overall, our handwriting provision at Hilton Spencer Academy allows children to develop a 

life-long skill that supports the transcription skills of writing. Our statement aims to support 

children to reach the end of year and phase expectations to allow them to develop and 

maintain a legibility, fluency and speed within handwriting.   

End of Year 1 expectations: 
Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly  

Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place  

Form capital letters  

Form digits 0-9  

Understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in 

similar ways) and to practise these. 

 

End of Year 2 expectations: 
form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another  
start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined.   
write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and 

to lower case letters  
 use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

 

End of Lower Key Stage 2 expectations: 
- use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which 

letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined  
- increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting  

 

End of Upper Key Stage 2 expectations: 
- Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by choosing which shape of a letter to 

use when given choices and deciding whether to join specific letters.  

- Choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.  

 

 



Year One 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 and Year 3   


